SARATOGA COUNTY FIREMATICS OFFICER’S ASSOCIATION

Meeting Minutes April 15, 2019

Burnt Hills Fire Department
President De Long present

Vice –President De Ridderpresent
Treasure William Mehan present
Secretary Baldwin Present

Meeting called to order by President De Long

Pledge of Allegiance

Moment of silence observed Chief Mahar
Roll Call 

Attendance:  There were 22Departments represented

Secretary report:  Motion by Middle Grove and seconded by Halfmoonto approve of the reading of the minutes.

Treasure Report: Motion by Gansvoort seconded by Rock City to approve the treasures report total balance 5098.03 see details in minute’s book
Correspondence:   N/A
Fire advisory Board: minutes our on the website
FAB president had nothing to report he mentioned if you have any issues to bring to your FAB member.  If you don’t know who your representative is you can find that out on the website.
Fire Coordinators report:  
 Rescue Tech basic class is starting
FF II in Wilton is full there is a waiting list

Training center was approved for a $500,000. Grant for a new burn building.  They were going to be picking out a spot in the next week.

The current burn building will be having some work performed on it in the next few weeks.

Propane props are working if any departments want to use them let him know.

Cad system/pulse point trying to get them up and running

Times and numbers will be going away form I am responding impact is coming back.
MVA AA are coming across as medical assist, they are not sure how to fix that per Mike Mc Avoy

Steve Gordon stated the issue with pulse point is with pulse point getting info from the network.

OES car 4 is Mike Stanley

Course suggestion sheet will be going out to the chiefs soon.

There is money in the budget this year for a part time position at the fire training center this year.

EMS Council Mike Mc Avoy
Numbers have been dropping in EMT classes and the fall class is being dropped maybe springtime only class

Sheriff’s Office

Updates on box alarms it is easier to take out changes and harder when adding (it is hard to change zones time consuming) Get changes to Ed and there are no cost to making changes.
He will check on issue with MVA calls and try to clear up (medical call)

West Crescent asked about dispatching sounds like an echo chamber on paging system.  County still trying to recover from lightning strike.  Repairs are going to be made soon and replacement should be soon.  Low volume should be corrected by repairs.

There are issues monitoring tac channels yes they can but with staffing limitations it is difficult.

Patching with other counties we rely on the other counties to patch into us 

Discussed re tones after 3 minutes we need to work though FAB if we want to change it.  Some Chiefs thought 3 minutes is to short.

Discussed an incident clock 10/20/30 minute times we need to go thru fire coordinator

Department should have high band radios and you need to let the batteries sit and charge and then they will work.

Discussed Greenfield Center vs Greenfield issues

Now doing cross streets

TAC channel gets put on I am responding only if dispatchers enters it 

Dispatchers are saying we are speaking to quick it is sometimes hard to hear what the dept. is requesting

OFPC Shawn Brimhall

Course requests will be going out soon.

Discussed fire departments de-coning after structure firs more to come.

There is a lot of training going on right now.

State fire classes w live fire training they will be de-conning right away

Special committee:  Bill Mehans 
Hudson Mohawk April 18 in Athens, Convention in Athens July 18-19
Hudson Valley June 19, 20, 21 SWPitt in Latham
FASNY April 27-28 recruit NY Convention August 9, 10, 11 in Syracuse
All organizations recognize members w 50 years of service as well as other awards ff of the year-ems provider of the year-youth member of the year

All applications need to be handed in by March 15

Rehab Comm NA
Old Business

Had lengthy discussions on 2 bravo calls.  Keep in mind NYS is a home rule state.   Director Gordon sees both sides of issue>  He says it does not matter to him that they do not tell the deputies how to respond they are just following the policy that was given to them.

Ballston Spa had issue dispatchers reminding them of the policy change and the director was aware and he addressed it with his personal.  That will not happen again.  Please let the director know immediately if you have issues like that.

Discussed calls that 45 minutes into them we get dispatched to a PIAA.  The system does not allow for that change.  We need to go though and get a policy change thru OES.

Mike Mc Avoy stated EMS wants FD at those calls to help control the roadway.

Discussion on changing EMS response to calls from FD.  When can FD decide what priority calls they go to.  Some departments want to go to echo delta and Charlie calls.  It is possible but will take some time. 

Discussed liability on response to bravo calls Mike McAvoy discussed statistics risk vs reward.

Dispatchers don’t assign priorities to deputies but they do to fire service.

Earl McMahon stated in Halfmoon the fire chief is the only one who determines response priorities

RCF discussed all the mandates that are forced on us

New Business

National Grid has a training program which they just hired 4 instructors for fire departments.  It’s a 2 hour training session.  Dept. doing the training is eligible for a free meter.

John Mehan from Fire District Association says they have upcoming training and is campaigning to elect Joyce Pekus to secretary spot.

Misc. Business

Safety Bulletin went out about stowing flares in your vehicles.

Announced the passing of past association board member Tom Tracey of South Glens Falls. 

 County Fair July 23 thru 28
2020 Seminar they have not met yet
Good and Welfare

Fire Coordinator said government affairs day is on May 20 where our voices could be heard

Congrats to Charlton on moving forward on their new building.

Meeting Calendar

6-17-19 Waterford

8-19-19 Hillcrest

10-21-19 Stillwater

12-3-19 TBA
Agency Reports
Agency reports

Burnt Hills Wet down June 5 for station 2

Charleton getting a new station

Galway is down an engine for 12 weeks and they are having a gun raffle

Porters Corners May 11 having a seminar at Maple ave school 30 dollars

Providence spec’ing a 2000 gal tanker

Rexford getting new extrication tools

Rock City there new ETA is in service

Round Lake open house in June for the new station

Waterford going to be breaking ground on a new building 

Halfmoon having a vote on new building and their engine should be coming soon  

Adjournment motion made by Ballston Spa seconded by Corinth all in favor passed. 
Don Baldwin

Secretary

04-29-19
