SARATOGA COUNTY FIRE ADVISORY BOARD

Meeting Minutes
March 28, 2016
7:00 pm
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Guest
The pledge was said and a moment of silence was observed for fallen brethren.
Chairman Hunsinger called the meeting to order.
Our guest was welcomed.
Alex made a motion to accept the February minutes, seconded by Tom R., unanimous, approved as written. 
Director – The radio templating project has started; you should be receiving a call soon regarding this.
We have discovered that some departments have made transactions with other departments to sell radios and put the radios on our system without notifying our office (both Fire and EMS).  This issue will be addressed at the next FAB meeting. If your department sells a radio to another department, please be sure it is one of the radios that your department purchased, not a County purchased radio.
The PSAP is fully demoed and we started that project today. The dispatchers are temporarily at the backup center until the project is complete. Please be patient with them and if there is a transmission you can’t hear, please contact them to repeat it. The project should be completed within three weeks.

There are still openings for the chlorine training class in July. You can register through the web portal.

Fire Coordinator – State training: Fire Behavior Awareness - Ballston Spa – 24 completed
 



        FF1 - West Crescent - 20 attending




        Survival class to begin after FF1

Upcoming scheduled classes: Fire Police – FTC - April 12 – 22 preregistered
                               

Fire Fighter Survival – Round Lake - April 21 
Principles of Fire Instruction – Malta Ridge – April 28 - 6 preregistered
Principles of Fire Investigation – Ballston Spa – May 24 – 28 preregistered
Daytime FF1 – June 9

The announcement went out for Stare Fire Instructor openings.  At this point there are 11 applicants which will be reviewed the first week in May.
The updated mutual aid plan went out. If your department plans to participate, please have the agreement page signed and returned to me (Ed Tremblay) as soon as possible.
The propane/car simulators need the tanks replaced; they should be available mid to late April as well as the pump.
Sheriff’s Department information - Please be patient with the temporary move. If there are concerns, please 
e-mail Director Gordon at sgordon@saratogacountyny.gov
.
Chairman – FAB members should be contacting their chiefs with me (ART) copied in for my records, making sure they know who their FAB representative is and how you represent them.
Vice Chairman – no new information to report
Hazmat Committee information – A zone 4 meeting took place last week – it went well.
Mutual Aid – The most recently updated Mutual Aid Plan has been distributed.  Please return the agreement  

page as soon as possible.
Personnel Committee – no new information to report
Fire Training Center – On the second floor one of the doors is broken off its hinges (corroded) 
The roof panel access (the roof hatch) is corroded 
Several windows are corroded

Several heat shields are warped

Ed did a walk through with a welder to get prices, but the one we used in the past is not available for what we need done. Ed is looking for another welder.

Furniture is still being burned; we are supposed to only be burning hay and pallets based on new regulations.

Legislative Committee – A lot is going on regarding the 2015 ICC codes and the energy code, with new codes to be enforced starting October. Three long time codes division employees are leaving at the end of April which will be a great loss.

In the Senate budget bill; there are three proposals that affect the fire service. The language to expand the coverage per the volunteer firefighter benefits law to cover cancer, digestive, hematological, lymphatic, urinary, prostate, neurological, breast and reproductive systems.  
There is additional language to increase the minimum weekly benefit to volunteer firefighters  injured in the course of their volunteer firefighter duties for permanent disability and establishes an annual increase for that benefit. 
There is a request to increase the volunteer firefighter and ambulance tax credit from $200 to $300 and provide length of services increases in the future.  
There are several “take action” items that you can just click on and submit (mostly on the FASNY web page); including; cancer coverage, volunteer firefighter tax credit and presumptive cancer coverage. You can just click on it, add your name, address and e-mail address and it automatically sends the information out to the appropriate representative. 

Passed are; 10 years smoke detector, establish payment of certain firefighter death benefits to be paid within 90 days, endangering the welfare of a firefighter where the building code has been circumvented. 
Senator Kathy Marchione proposed a bill that amends the real property law to lower the tax redemption period on abandon buildings from two years to one year for properties that have been certified as abandoned by building department officials pursuant to the real property actions and proceedings.  
There is a lot going on so please refer to the weekly e-mailed Capital Bulletin for more details and up to date information.
Radio Committee – The work has begun at the Sheriff’s Department.  The new Communications Manual was sent out tonight.

Budget Committee- no new information to report 
Recruitment and Retention – Reminder that FASNY’s recruitment New York is April 23rd and 24th. Information can be downloaded from the FASNY website.
On April 23rd, the New York State Association of Fire Chiefs has a course on recruitment and retention regarding Human Resources and the fire service and includes how to use the media with recruitment. This is a free class being held from 8am to 4pm at the Clifton Park firehouse. See attached flyer.
In Rockland County, FF1 is being taught as a BOCES class. It seems to be working well and departments seem to be retaining more members that have participated in the class.

Old Business – no old business to address
New Business – May 4th, all of the fire service organizations will have a legislative day at the Capitol starting at 8:30am near Route 7 off the concourse. If you would like to go and meet with your local elected official, contact Tom Rinaldi and he will set you up with a meeting.
Good and welfare – FF1 changes (two part course) will take place starting in July.
The next meeting will be April 25th, 7:00pm in the EOC in the Emergency Services Office.
Bill made a motion to close the meeting, seconded by, Tom W., unanimous.

